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Syllabus 
 

Anthropology 573 
The Ethnography of China and Taiwan 

 
 
Robert Weller     Spring 2018, Mon. 2:30-5:15 
rpweller@bu.edu     CGS 117B 
  
Office:   232 Bay State Road, Rm. 416  tel: 617-353-2195 
 
Office hours:  Monday and Thursday, 10-12.  I am happy to see you any time that 

is convenient, so please email me for a time. 
 
 
This course examines Chinese and Taiwanese culture and society.  We will read 
major recent ethnographic and modern historical studies, and watch a few 
documentaries.  We will keep an eye on methodology and theory, as well as on the 
dramatic changes over the last century. Topics include Taiwan’s and China's well-
known economic and political transformations, but also changes in daily life, 
family, culture, ethnic relations, and religion.  At the same time, we will also be 
thinking about the relation between writing and data in anthropology. 
 
All reading MUST be done in time for each discussion, and class participation is an 
important part of the course (20% of grade).  In addition, all students are expected 
to post comments in the discussion forum for that day on the web site (see below 
for address).  These comments can range from questions about the content to 
critiques of the book to comparisons with other works.  Each student should post at 
least one substantive comment for each week that has readings assigned.  These are 
due by 7:00 pm on the evening before class (15% of grade). 
 
The primary graded assignment is a research paper of approximately 20-25 pages 
(65% of grade).  A 3-5-page prospectus for the research paper is due on March 19, 
with a description of the main question, plans for answering the question, and 
preliminary bibliography.  An outline of the paper is due on April 2, and the final 
draft is due on April 30.  Students will present results of the research papers during 
the final two classes. 
 
Work handed in late will be graded down one level (A to A-, etc.) for each day it is 
late.  Extensions will be granted only if you have a truly compelling reason and if 
you request it at least a week in advance of the due date.  I expect all work to be 
done independently, and I also expect you to know and understand the provisions 
of the CAS Academic Conduct Code (available online at 
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http://www.bu.edu/cas/students/undergrad-resources/code/).  Suspected academic 
misconduct will be referred to the Dean's Office. 
 
We have a web site for the course.  You can log in through Blackboard Learn 
(learn.bu.edu), using your BU ID and Kerberos password.  It includes this syllabus, 
and supplemental readings that are not part of books ordered at the bookstore.  
Also, this is where you will post your comments on the reading before each class. 
 
Learning outcomes:  By the end of this course students will have:  (1) significantly 
deepened their knowledge of Chinese societies; (2) strengthened their knowledge 
of anthropological theory and how it links to empirical cases; (3) enhanced their 
ability to read ethnographic and historical texts critically; (4) further developed 
their ability to conduct research and write academic papers; and (5) honed their 
ability to engage in critical discussion while maintaining an atmosphere of 
openness and civility. 
 
 
Books ordered at BU bookstore: 
 
Nanlai Cao, Constructing China's Jerusalem  
Adam Yuet Chau, Miraculous Response  
Julie Chu, Cosmologies of Credit 
Henrietta Harrison, The Missionary's Curse  
Tenzin Jinba, In the Land of the Eastern Queendom 
Wei-Ping Lin, Materializing Magic Power 
Robert P. Weller, Resistance, Chaos, and Control [on line] 
Robert P. Weller, C. Julia Huang & Keping Wu, Religion & Charity [on line] 
Yunxiang Yan, Private Life under Socialism 
 
 
Jan. 22:  Introduction 
 
Jan 29:  Geographies 
 G. William Skinner, "Marketing and Social Structure in Rural China, Part I," 

Journal of Asian Studies 24(1):3-43 (1964) 
G. William Skinner, "Regional Urbanization in 19th-Century China," in The  
 City in Late Imperial China, pp. 211-249 (concentrate on 211-220) 

 Carolyn Cartier, "Origins and Evolution of a Geographical Idea:  The  
  Macroregion in China," Modern China 28: 79-143 (2002) 
 OR (instead of Cartier), Weller & Huang “Charisma in Motion” 
  
Feb. 5:  History of a Place in the World 

Henrietta Harrison, The Missionary's Curse (2013) 
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Feb. 12:  Resistance 
Robert Weller, Resistance, Chaos, and Control (1994) [on line] 

 
Feb. 20:  PRC Families 
 Video:  Last Train Home 
 Yunxiang Yan, Private Life under Socialism: Love, Intimacy, and Family 

Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999 (2003) 
 
Feb. 26:  Religion:  Early Arguments 

Arthur Wolf, “Gods, Ghosts, and Ancestors” (1974) (available on line) 
Arthur Wolf, “Introduction” (1974) (available on line) 
Maurice Freedman, “"On the Sociological Study of Chinese Religion" (1974) 

(available on line) 
Meir Shahar and Robert Weller, “Introduction” (1996) (available on line) 

 
Mar. 12:  Religious Change 

Video:  Bored in Heaven 
Adam Yuet Chau, Miraculous Response: Doing Popular Religion in 

Contemporary China (2008) 
 
Mar. 19:  More Change 
 Wei-Ping Lin, Materializing Magic Power: Chinese Popular Religion in 
  Villages and Cities (2015) 
 Prospectus due today!! 
 
Mar. 26:  Business and Religion (we probably need to reschedule this class) 
 Nanlai Cao, Constructing China's Jerusalem (2010) 

 
Apr. 2:  Borderlands 
 Tenzin Jinba, In the Land of the Eastern Queendom (2013) 
 Paper outline due today!! 
 
Apr. 9:  Global China 

Julie Chu, Cosmologies of Credit (2010) 
 
Apr. 18:  Charity 
 Robert P. Weller, C. Julia Huang, and Keping Wu, Religion & Charity: The 
  Social Life of Goodness in Chinese Societies (2017) [page proofs 
  available on line] 
 
Apr. 23:  Student Presentations; Miscellaneous articles 
 
Apr. 30:  Student Presentations 

Final Paper Due!! 


