
POLS 338W

Politics of East Asia

Old Dominion University, Fall 2017
MW 3–4:15 pm, Constant Hall 1047

Updated: Sep 7, 2017

Instructor: Dr. Cathy X. Wu
Office: BAL 7036
Office hours: MW 1–2:15 pm or by appointment
Email: xwu@odu.edu

Teaching assistant: Raven Showalter
Office hours: by appointment
Email: rshow001@odu.edu

Course Description

This advanced undergraduate course provides a comprehensive introduction to East Asian Politics with
a focus on Mainland China, Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea. The first section highlights East Asia as
a region, introducing some common themes such as historical memory, cultures, and the process of
state building. The second section focuses on the institutional arrangements, political development and
leadership of individual states. The third section examines the economic development of the region and
the roles of states in this process, while the fourth section compares the state-society relations in both
democracies and authoritarian regimes, with specific focus on identity politics and nationalism. This
course concludes with the discussions of current issues in the region. Upon completion of this course,
students will be able to

• describe historical and cultural context of East Asia politics,

• understand different political systems within East Asia,

• understand the success and challenges of economies within East Asia,

• understand the variation of state-society relations within East Asia,

• apply concepts and theories to analyze East Asian politics, and

• think critically about the roles of history, culture, government and non-government actors in the
society of East Asia.

Course Requirements

1. Student initiatives

Success in this class requires intensive reading and class participation. The assigned articles and chap-
ters can be quite dense. You must complete and take notes on all assigned readings prior to the class. A
rule of thumb is that you will need to spend about 2–3 times the time we meet in class to read and take
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notes every week.

2. Class participation (10 points)

Active participation in a civil manner is necessary to succeed in this course. Participation grade will
be evaluated over the whole semester. Students are expected to engage actively in class by (i) raising
questions about readings and lectures, (ii) answering questions raised by the instructor in class, (iii)
participate in discussions and/or debates on the topics provided by the instructor, (iv) contributing to
review sessions, and (v) presenting current news of East Asia on a regular basis. Unless otherwise in-
structed, students who want to contribute to class discussion must raise hand and wait to be recognized.
Questions and comments must be

• related to class and/or the course material;

• respectful of diverse opinions and open to follow up questions and/or disagreement;

• aimed to advancing the discussion about issues related to the course and/or course material rather
than personal beliefs;

• delivered in normal tones and a non-aggressive manner.

3. Random quizzes (10 points)

Throughout the course, the instructor will give seven in-class written exercises or quizzes. Written exer-
cises ask students to express your opinion about a question relevant to our course. Quizzes are designed
to provide a quick evaluation of how well students understand lectures and/or keep up with readings. A
thoughtful response or a correct answer will earn the writer full credit (2 points), a messy, incomplete re-
sponse will earn half credit (1 point), and no response will earn no credit. Students will earn a maximum
of 10 points this way, for 10% of their total grade. Note that the dates for these exercises and quizzes will
NOT be announced in advance. While NO “make ups” are available for this portion of the course, the
instructor will offer at least 7 opportunities to earn these 10 points. Students who have already earned 10
points will receive a point extra credit on the final exam for each additional assignment (maximum 2).

4. In-class essay preparation (5 points)

To help students succeed in essays, the instructor will hold three writing workshops throughout the
semester. The first one, scheduled on October 4, will ask students to provide one or two research ques-
tions and potential answers (2 points). On October 11, there will be a second workshop where students
narrow down to one topic/question and formulate their arguments (3 points). After that, students are
expected to start working on their essays until the third workshop on November 1, when a short proposal
is due. Find more instructions on Blackboard.

5. Short proposal (10 points)

To better prepare for the essay, you are required to submit a one-page short proposal on November 1
for peer review. The proposal should include a clear question, an argument followed with a brief plan of
development (bullet points are fine), and a bibliography.

6. Essay (25 points)

You will write an essay, 10 double-spaced pages long. The essay will build on the short proposal and the
feedback you receive throughout the semester. The deadline is November 20. A complete submission
will include two steps: (i) submit a hard copy of your essay before class, and (ii) upload an electronic
copy through Blackboard for plagiarism checking before midnight on November 20. Find more detailed
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instructions at the end of this syllabus.

7. Exams (20 points for each)

Both of the exams are non-cumulative, closed-book in-class format. The first exam covers the lectures
and readings until October 16. The second exam covers the rest of materials. A study guide will be pro-
vided before each exam. There will be a review session before each exam.

8. “Writing intensive”

Please recognize that this course carries a “W” designation. The “W” stands for writing intensive. Writ-
ing intensive courses are those in which at least 51% of your final course grade is determined based on
writing activities. In this course, writing activities will include: (i) your 10-page essay and assignments
leading to the successful conclusion of your essay, and (ii) short essay answers in exams.

Please note that you will be able to use your essay as your capstone paper for the Geography major
and International Studies major. Please retain a ‘clean’ copy of your paper to turn in for your capstone
paper when you are about to graduate. Below are some on-campus resources to improve your writing:

• The Writing for College Success Program: https://www.odu.edu/academicskills

• The Writing Center: https://www.odu.edu/al/centers/writing-center

• The Center for High Impact Practices: https://www.odu.edu/chip

Grading

The course grade consists of the following components:

• 10 points: Class participation

• 10 points: Random quizzes

• 5 points: In-class essay preparations

• 10 points: Short proposal due Nov 1 (before class)

• 25 points: Essay due Nov 20 (before class)

• 20 points: First in-class exam on Oct 16 (3–4:15pm)

• 20 points: Second in-class exam Dec 15 (3:45–5pm)

There are 100 possible points, which will correspond to the following letter grades:

93-100: A 90-92: A- 87-89: B+ 83-86: B
80-82: B- 77-79: C+ 73-76: C 70-72: C-
67-69: D+ 63-66: D 60-62: D- 0-59: F

The instructor will round up scores of 0.5 and higher, and round down scores of less than 0.5.
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Course Policies

• Classroom Conduct: Cell phones are to be silenced during class. Please be on time for class. It is
inconsiderate and disruptive to arrive late to class or to leave class early. In circumstances where
you need to leave early, tell the instructor beforehand. Repeated disruptions of class will lead to a
reduction in your final grade.

• Missing Class: Although there is no attendance point per se, missing lectures will prevent you from
performing well in the course, for (i) some of lecture materials are not covered in the readings and
(ii) you are likely to miss in-class exercises and quizzes, which, again, the instructor does not offer
“make-ups.”

• Missing Exams: In case of illness and personal emergency, the instructor will provide make-up ex-
ams only when provided with proper documentation. Exams missed due to a university-sponsored
event or religious holiday may also be excused, but it is the responsibility of students to inform the
instructor of the absence at least ten days in advance, with proper documents. Vacation and other
social engagements (e.g. weddings) will NOT be excused.

• Late Submission: Due to the requirement of peer review, the late submission of your short proposal
will NOT be accepted. Late essays will be penalized 5 points per day (on a 100-point scale, see the
grading scale on the last page), including weekends and holidays.

• Grade Appeals: If you wish to challenge a grade you received on a specific question on an exam
or an essay, you must submit a written note (email acceptable) explaining why you think you de-
serve more points within one week upon receiving the grades. Otherwise, the instructor will not
accept grade appeals. Once the instructor receives your written note, she will regrade the entire
exam/essay and your grades may increase, decrease or remain the same.

• Syllabus changes: The readings and course schedules are subject to change, but any changes will
be announced in class, with an updated syllabus on Blackboard.

Required Readings

All the readings will be available on Blackboard. Students are expected to complete readings by the day
for which they are assigned, and are encouraged to meet with the instructor or the TA during office hours
to discuss the assigned readings and/or further interest in specific topics.

Course Schedule

Part I: East Asia as a Region: History and Culture

Day 1 (Aug 28): Course Overview

• Read the syllabus before coming to class

Day 2 (Aug 30): Class do not meet.

• Activity: get familiar with the countries in the region (http://country.eiu.com/AllCountries.aspx);
for instance,

– China: http://country.eiu.com/china
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– Japan: http://country.eiu.com/japan

Day 3 (Sep 6): History and Memory Politics in East Asia

• Gries, Peter Hays, et al. 2009. “Historical Beliefs and the Perception of Threat in Northeast Asia:
Colonialism, the Tributary System, and China-Japan-Korea Relations in the Twenty-first Century.”
International Relations of the Asia-Pacific 9(2): 245-265.

• Chong, Ja Ian. 2014. “Popular Narratives Versus Chinese History: Implications for Understanding
an Emergent China.” European Journal of International Relations 20(4): 939-964. Skip: pp. 6-9; 16-17

Day 4 (Sep 11): Traditions and Culture

• Yamazaki, Masakazu. 1996 “Asia, a Civilization in the Making.” Foreign Affairs July/August: 106-
118.

• Kim, So Young. 2010 “Do Asian Values Exist? Empirical Tests of the Four Dimensions of Asian
Values." Journal of East Asian Studies 10(2): 315-344. Skip: pp. 322-329

• Recommended: Gries, Peter Hays, and Kaiping Peng. 2002. “Culture Clash? Apologies East and
West.” Journal of Contemporary China 11(30): 173-178.

• Recommended: Hwang, Kwang-Kuo. 1987. “Face and favor: The Chinese power game.” American
journal of Sociology 92(4): 944-974.

Day 5 (Sep 13): State Building in East Asia

• Park, Seo-Hyun. 2013. “Changing Definitions of Sovereignty in Nineteenth-century East Asia:
Japan and Korea between China and the West." Journal of East Asian Studies 13(2): 281-307.

• Recommended: Strauss, Julia C. 1997. “The Evolution of Republican Government.” The China
Quarterly 150 (Jun): 329-351.

• Recommended: Hong, Jean Ji Yeon and Woo Chang Kang. 2017. “Unexplored Consequences of
Violence against Civilians during the Korean War.” Journal of East Asian Studies. forthcoming.

Part II: Politics, Regime, and Leadership

Day 6 (Sep 18): Mainland China (PRC) from the Empire to Mao’s Era

• Joseph, William A., ed. 2014. Politics in China: an Introduction. Oxford University Press, USA: pp.
41-69; 72-74; 113-116; 149-150; 156-161 (SCANNED)

Day 7 (Sep 20): Mainland China (PRC) since Deng’s Era

• Joseph, William A., ed. 2014. Politics in China: an Introduction. Oxford University Press, USA: pp.
119-144; 177-179 (SCANNED)

• Nathan, Andrew J. 2003. “Authoritarian Resilience.” Journal of Democracy 14(1): 6-17.

Day 8 (Sep 25): Taiwan (ROC)
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• Chu, Yun-han, and Jih-wen Lin. 2001. “Political development in 20th-century Taiwan: State-
building, regime transformation and the construction of national identity.” The China Quarterly
165 (March): 102-129.

• Recommended: Cheng, Tun-Jen. 1989. “Democratizing the Quasi-Leninist Regime in Taiwan.”
World Politics 41(4): 471-499.

Day 9 (Sep 27): Japan from 1853 to 1993

• Rosenbluth, Frances McCall, and Michael F. Thies. 2010. Japan Transformed: Political Change and
Economic Restructuring. Princeton University Press, 2010: pp. 32-71

• Recommended: McElwain, Kenneth Mori. 2008. “Manipulating Electoral Rules to Manufacture
Single-Party Dominance.” American Journal of Political Science 52(1): 32-47.

Day 10 (Oct 2): Japan after 1993

• Sasada, Hironori. 2010. “The Electoral Origin of Japan’s Nationalistic Leadership: Primaries in the
LDP Presidential Election and the ‘Pull Effect’.” Journal of East Asian Studies 10(1): 1-30.

• Catalinac, Amy L. 2013. Not Made in China: Japan’s Home-grown National Security Obsession.
East Asia Forum (2 pages)

• Recommended: Catalinac Amy L. 2016. From Pork to Policy: The Rise of Programmatic Campaign-
ing in Japanese Elections. The Journal of Politics. 78 (1) :1-18 Skip: pp. 6-13

• Recommended: Krauss, Ellis S., and Robert J. Pekkanen. 2010. “The Rise and Fall of Japan’s Liberal
Democratic Party.” The Journal of Asian Studies 69(1): 5-15.

Day 11 (Oct 4): South Korea
[Essay preparation I: choose (no more than) two candidate topics and identify questions]

• Kim, Sunhyuk. 2002. “Civil Society and Democratization in South Korea,” in Charles K. Armstrong,
ed., Korean Society: Civil Society, Democracy, and the State. New York: Routledge. pp. 53-71.

• Cotton, James. 1989. “From Authoritarianism to Democracy in South Korea.” Political Studies
37(2): 244-259. Skip: 254-259

Fall Holiday: Oct 7–10

Day 12 (Oct 11): Review
[Essay preparation II: formulate arguments and narrow down to one question]

• Prepared with questions

Day 13 (Oct 16): First Exam
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Part III: Economic Development and the Role of State

Day 14 (Oct 18): Political Economy of China

• Joseph, William A., ed. 2014. Politics in China: an Introduction. Oxford University Press, USA: pp.
257-286 (SCANNED)

• Wooldridge, Adrian. 2012 “The Visible Hand: Special Report on State Capitalism” The Economist
Jan 12: 3-4, 6, 8-14.

• Recommended: Montinola, Gabriella, Yingyi Qian, and Barry R. Weingast. 1995 “Federalism, Chi-
nese Style: the Political Basis for Economic Success in China.” World Politics 48(1): 50-81.

Day 15 (Oct 23): Developmental States

• Stubbs, Richard. 2009. “What ever Happened to the East Asian Developmental State? The Unfold-
ing Debate.” The Pacific Review 22(1): 1-22.

• Wong, Joseph. 2004. “The Adaptive Developmental State in East Asia.” Journal of East Asian Studies
4(3): 345-362. Skip: pp. 345-347, 357-362

• Recommended: Doner, Richard F., Bryan K. Ritchie, and Dan Slater. 2005. “Systemic vulnerability
and the origins of developmental states: Northeast and Southeast Asia in comparative perspec-
tive.” International organization 59(2): 327-361.

Day 16 (Oct 25): South Korea / Taiwan

• Kwon, Huck-Ju. 2005. “Transforming the Developmental Welfare State in East Asia.” Development
and Change 36(3): 477-497.

Day 17 (Oct 30): Japan / Post-Financial Crisis

• Beeson, Mark. 2009. “Developmental States in East Asia: A Comparison of the Japanese and Chi-
nese Experiences.” Asian Perspective 33(2): 5-39. Skip: 5-13; 21-39

• Kalinowski, Thomas. 2015 “Crisis Management and the Diversity of Capitalism: Fiscal Stimulus
Packages and the East Asian (Neo-)Developmental State." Economy and Society 44(2): 244-270.

Part IV: State-Society Relationship

Day 18 (Nov 1): [Essay preparation III: Writing Workshop & Peer Review]

• Short proposal due before class. Please bring a hard copy. A late submission will NOT be accepted.

Day 19 (Nov 6): State-Society Relations in Democracies

• Oh, Jennifer S. 2012. “Strong State and Strong Civil Society in Contemporary South Korea." Asian
Survey 52(3): 528-549.

• Lind, Jennifer. 2011. “Democratization and Stability in East Asia.” International Studies Quarterly
55(2): 409-436.

• Recommended: Arrington, Celeste. 2014. “Leprosy, Legal Mobilization, and the Public Sphere in
Japan and South Korea.” Law & Society Review, 48(3): 563-593.
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Day 20 (Nov 8): Identity Politics in Taiwan and Hong Kong

• He, Yinan. 2014. “Identity Politics and Foreign Policy: Taiwan’s Relations with China and Japan,
1895-2012.” Political Science Quarterly 129(3): 469-500. Skip: pp. 477-489

• Lin, Syaru Shirley. 2015. “Sunflowers and Umbrellas: Government Responses to Student-led Protests
in Taiwan and Hong Kong.” The ASAN Forum (online).

Day 21 (Nov 13): Case Study – the Umbrella Movement

• Watch “Joshua: Teenager vs. Superpower”

Day 22 (Nov 15): State-Society Relations in Authoritarian Regimes

• King, Gary, Jennifer Pan, and Margaret E. Roberts. 2013. “How Censorship in China Allows Gov-
ernment Criticism but Silences Collective Expression.” American Political Science Review 107(2):
326-343.

• Chen, Jidong, Jennifer Pan, and Yiqing Xu. 2016. “Sources of Authoritarian Responsiveness: A Field
Experiment in China.” American Journal of Political Science 60(2): 383-400.

Day 23 (Nov 20): Nationalism and Anti-foreign Protests
Essay due before class, with an electronic copy uploaded to Blackboard

• Weiss, Jessica Chen. 2013. “Authoritarian Signaling, Mass Audiences, and Nationalist Protest in
China.” International Organization 67(1): 1-35.

• Recommended: Weiss, Jessica Chen. 2014. Powerful Patriots: Nationalist Protest in China’s Foreign
Relations. Oxford University Press.

• Recommended: Ciorciari, John D., and Jessica Chen Weiss. 2016. “Nationalist Protests, Govern-
ment Responses, and the Risk of Escalation in Interstate Disputes.” Security Studies 25(3): 546-583.

Thanksgiving Holiday: Nov 22-26

Part V: Special Topics

Day 24 (Nov 27): The 19th National Congress of CCP

• Economy, Elizabeth C. 2014. “China’s Imperial President: Xi Jinping Tightens His Grip.” Foreign
Affairs. 93 (November/December): 80-91.

• Other readings TBD

Day 25 (Nov 29): Traditional Security Issues (Topic TBD)

• Candidate topics (open to suggestions) may include the nuclear program in North Korea, the China-
India territorial dispute, the South China Sea disputes, the East China Sea disputes, etc.

Day 26 (Dec 4): Non-traditional Security Issues (Topic TBD)

• Candidate topics (open to suggestions) may include the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, enery
and environment, regional integration, etc.

Day 27 (Dec 6): Review

• Prepared with questions

Day 28 (Dec 15): Second Exam
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University Policies

Honor Code: The Old Dominion University Honor Code is in effect at all times in this class. Your name
on an exam, paper, or homework assignment constitutes your acceptance of the Honor Code:

“I pledge to support the Honor System of Old Dominion University. I will refrain from any
form of dishonesty or deception such as lying, cheating, and plagiarism, which are honor
violations. I am further aware that as a member of the academic community it is my respon-
sibility to turn all suspected violators of the Honor System. I will report to an Honor Council
hearing as summoned.”

Sexual Harassment: Sexual harassment is defined as unwelcomed and unsolicited conduct of a sexual
nature, physical or verbal, by a member of the university community of the opposite sex, or the same
sex in an official university position. Sexual harassment in any situation is reprehensible. It is the policy
of Old Dominion University to provide students and employees with an environment for learning and
working which is free of sexual harassment whether by members of the same sex or the opposite sex,
which is prohibited by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights
Act. (For more information: http://www.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/col-dept/al/docs/6320.pdf)

Students with Special Needs: Students are encouraged to self-disclose disabilities that have been veri-
fied by the Office of Educational Accessibility by providing Accommodation Letters to their instructors
early in the semester in order to start receiving accommodations. The Office of Educational Accessibil-
ity is located at 1021 Student Success Center (http://www.odu.edu/educationalaccessibility/) and their
phone number is (757)683-4655. Accommodations will not be made until the Accommodation Letters
are provided to instructors each semester. All students are expected to fulfill all course requirements.

Plagiarism: “A student will have committed plagiarism if he or she reproduces someone else’s work with-
out acknowledging its source; or if a source is cited which the student has not cited or used. Examples
of plagiarism include: submitting a research paper obtained from a commercial research service, the In-
ternet, or from another student as if it were original work; making simple changes to borrowed materials
while leaving the organization, content, or phraseology intact; or copying material from a source, sup-
plying proper documentation, but leaving out quotation marks. Plagiarism also occurs in a group project
if one or more of the members of the group does none of the group’s work and participates in none of the
group’s activities, but attempts to take credit for the work of the group.” Plagiarism will not be tolerated
in this class. (For more information: https://www.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/col-dept/al/docs/about-
plagiarism2.pdf)

Course Evaluations: Student opinion surveys are submitted on-line. You will be notified by email when
you should evaluate this course. You will need your UIN and password. Please take the time to evaluate
this course when asked to do so. All evaluations are anonymous. The link to the Course Evaluation
System is available here: http://www.odu.edu/coursesurvey.

Email: Students are required to use valid Old Dominion University email accounts to send official in-
formation and notices and are held responsible for accessing electronic mail to obtain official University
communications. Students should use their secure ODU email account to communicate with professors.

Final Grades: Instructors are not permitted to give out grades via telephone or email. In order to find
out what grade you received in this course, you must go to LeoOnline at the university home page:
www.leoonline.odu.edu. You will need your UIN and password.
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Guideline: Essay

Requirements: Choose one topic within the scope of this course and write an analytical essay (10 double
spaced pages), with the following structure:

1. Title

2. Introduction

• Describe the question you want to address in one paragraph. An appropriate question for
this essay should start with “why” or “how.”

• At the end of this paragraph (or in the second paragraph), provide your argument and/or how
you plan to answer it. (Remember: a purely descriptive essay is not acceptable.)

• Keep it brief: an introduction should not exceed one page.

3. Brief review

• This part allows you to review the exisitng status of the question (e.g. the previous develop-
ment of the issue, the existing literature on the question) and identify what they are missing
or where they are contraditory.

• A brief review should not exceed three pages.

4. Main argument

• Part I: develop your argument in detail, with relevant evidence, within three to four pages.1

• Part II: consider other perspective(s) of your question and discuss briefly why you think they
are less important/applicable to your question, within two pages.

• What position you take is of secondary importance, but I want you to build a coherent, theo-
retically informed argument equipped with empirical evidence (historical or current).

• You should use the required and recommended articles for the given topic in the syllabus as
the core of your sources, but you can also use additional materials as long as they are relevant
and reliable. For reliable sources, see “Research Tools” on the next page.

5. Conclusion

• Summarize your argument to the question and discuss the implications of your argument for
East Asia and beyond (e.g. predictions of the future trend, implications to policy makers/the
mass public/business world, etc).

• A conclusion should not exceed one page.

Important:
This assignment is an opportunity and obligation to tie together many of the ideas and perspectives

you have encountered in this class. Essays based simply on opinion without referencing the ideas or
theories discussed in class will not receive a passing grade. Your writings should be analytic, insightful,
and integrate previous readings and your knowledge of the field. Do not regurgitate any of the readings
or well-known arguments. Instead, use your theoretical and empirical knowledge creatively to argue for

1I use the notions “Part I” and “Part II’ for clarification. You do not have to use these labels as long as you clearly follow the
structure. Use a section head, though, if you consider it necessary.
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the position you have taken. Excellent essays will make clear points and tell the reader something new
and enlightening.

Citation: All sources must be properly cited in this essay, using the Chicago Manual of Style author-
date guidelines (See examples at http://goo.gl/RL7Yk8; choose the “author-date” tab). Please include a
separate page of bibliographies in the end.

Submission: First, submit a hard copy before class on November 20. Second, upload an electronic copy,
before midnight on November 20, through Blackboard (format: doc, docx, pdf) for plagiarism checking.
Your assignment will NOT be considered complete until you finish both steps.

Evaluation: The essay accounts for 25% of your final grade. Four criteria will be followed (100 points).

• Consistency and coherence (50 points)

– Follow the above structure and make sure that each paragraph has a topic sentence;

– Have a pertinent review of the existing literature;

– Have a clear argument and stick to it throughout the essay.

• Quality of evidence (30 points)

– Relevance

– Synthesis of source materials

• Format and style (10 points)

– Check grammar and spelling

– Proper citations

• Creativity (10 points)

Short Proposal: To better prepare for the essay, you are required to submit a one-page short proposal on
November 1 for peer review. The proposal should include a clear question, an argument followed with a
brief plan of development (bullet points are fine), and a bibliography.

Research Tools: 2

• Academic Journals: American Political Science Review, International Organization, International
Security, American Journal of Political Science, Journal of Politics, Asian Survey, Pacific Review,
Asian Affairs, Journal of East Asian Studies, Journal of Contemporary China, the China Quarterly,
International Relations of Asia-Pacific, etc

• Policy Journals/Think Tanks/Organizations: Foreign Affairs, the Atlantic, Economist, Foreign Policy,
the Washington Quarterly, Brookings Institutions, Council of Foreign Relations, Asia Society, etc

• News Sources: New York Times, Washington Post, Guardians, China Daily, South China Morning
Post (Hong Kong), Asahi (Japan), Korea Times, etc

2Always check with the instructor or TA if you are not sure whether a source is considered “reliable.”
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